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introduction,

Grave doubts have long existed among writers its to the ad- j
visability and utility of a preface or introduction. It is needless ;
to say the same question has agitated the breasts of the pro- !
o-cnilors of this work, and the less conservative have steadily |
set their faces against such a proceeding. To all their protcsla- ,
tion and discouraging inuendoes has come the reply, " It is
customary." Hence this trouble—this introductory.

As will he seen by the reader who does me the honor to read
my poor screed, this hook is not apretentious history or a philo
sophical dissertation. I have been careful neither to admit to
type any semblance of metaphysics, nor shall I goad a man j
with science until reason totters on its throne and he shrinks ,
away abashed. Still, there is quite adeal of information in the j
book. I regret this much; but ically it could not be helped, as ;
information appears to stew out of me naturally. Sometimes it has i
seemed to me that I would give worlds if I could retain my
facts; but it cannot be. The more I calk up the sources, and
the lighter I get, the more I leak wisdom. But, badinage aside,
this book has a mission to perform; a long felt want to fill; a
theme to herald. Arc you in doubt? Then I shall dispel it.
My theme shall be Kansas.

Who is there to-day in all this broad land who has not heard
of the wonderful Sunflower State, her glorious climate and her
matchless soil? Who among the older heads does not recall
the stirring times of '00 and '01—literally, "the times that tried
men's souls"—when the only name vouchsafed our Slate was
"Blccdin" Kansas?" But the infant born amid the throes of
civil war,"and so truly rocked in the cradle of adversity, has
developed into a beautiful daughter, and we have named her
Sunny Smiling Kansas.

In looking back a few decades it would seem as if some
magician of old had touched with his wand our prosperous
State, as I find the first enumeration of our inhabitants was
taken in the year 1855, by census takers appointed by its first
governor, Andrew II. Recdcr, and showed for the Territory a
population of 8,001. At the ditto of the eighth decennial census
of the United States (1800), Kansas wits still aTerritory, and
the census of that year gave it a population of 107,206. In
1801 Kansas was admitted into the sisterhood of States, and had
little if any, in excess of the population shown by the census
of the previous year. In the meantime the «Great Conflict " had
hurst forth in all its fury, and our young fledgling of a State,
but illy prepared for the horrors of acivil war, responded nobly
to the call, and during the succeeding three years she furnished
to the Union army about 20,000 soldiers, or a number equal to
three-fourths of her male population between the ages of IS

Thus it will be seen that the first citizens of our State had

Thecourage of their convictions; that slavery was doomed, and
that freedom must reign.

The end justified their expectations. The war had closed.
The armies had been disbanded, and large numbers of those
who had taken part in the conflict were casting about for a loca
tion in which to settle down to the peaceful pursuits of a farmer s
life They were familiar with the early history of Kansas, and,
proud of the determined stand taken by the pioneers of the Stale,
cast their lot with them in favor of universal freedom and good
government. These sturdy patriots desired to know more of
The «rcat State on whose soil the first battle of the great conflict,
so happily terminated, was fought, and, becoming enamored of
her beautiful valleys, erected the unpretentious "sod house
From the efforts of this loyal band was evolved the Kansas of

To the writer it would seem that a man loyal to his govern
ment and State cannot by any mode of reasoning be declared an

ig CoHconm.- • KAWiOi

inferior or worthless citizen, and as to the character of the ea.ly
settlers of Kansas no encomiums are offered, none are needed.
Having conquered the armed enemy in the field, and rece.vtng
the plaudits of a grateful country, they cast aside the trappings
of war, and donned the robes of peace. Go into many of ou.
homes to-day, and you will find suspended on the w, the trusty
..Springfield" or sword that had done duty with Grant at
Vicksburg, or flashed in the sun with Sheridan when he rode
at the head of his legions. . .

The old veterans are fast disappearing, and the remaining
few with bowed heads and halting steps, which tell only too
forcibly the effects of the weary march and the impetuous
charge, can now be seen sitting in retired sunny nooks with
grandchildren on their knees, and as they recount to the 1.1 lc
ones the story of the great uprising, it reminds one of Gold-
smith's old warrior:

"The broken soldier, kindly hade to stay,
Sat by his lire and talked the night away;
Wept o'er his wounds or tides of sorrow done,
Shouldered his crutch and showed how fields were won.
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It will be seen that as a State Kansas is twenty-seven years
old, and that to-day it has over a million of inhabitants, with tax
able property valued at $1,005,000,000. Its broad plains were
formerly regarded as an expanse of dreary waste, too barren to
produce the most hardy crops, and were known in our boyhood
days as the " Great American Desert," fit only for the haunts of
the prairie dog, the coyote and his twin brother, the treacherous
Indian.

That this feeling would in time be removed goes without

saying; but it was the year of 1870—the Centennial year—that
opened the eyes of the entire world, when by one great leap
Kansas bounded to

the front. The Cen

tennial Exposition at
Philadelphia gave
to the State an op
portunity to display
her wonderful pro

ducts, and to prop
erly represent her
recuperative pow
ers. The grand
exhibit was a suc

cess,which attracted
the attention and

excited the admira

tion of all visitors.

The display, made
in competition with
the best agricultural
States of the nation,

may truly be said to
have eclipsed them
all, and Kansas at
once assumed her

present proud posi
tion as one of the

foremost States of

the Union.

Having thus far,
in an imperfect
way, given a hasty
sketch of our splen
did State, with the
reader's permission
I will escort him

through that por
tion of it known as

An excellent vein of lignite coal underlies the entire county,
and the hardy prospector does not seem to make a mistake, strike
where he will.

There is an abundance of a good quality of magnesium lime
stone in all parts of the county, away from the immediate
neighborhood of streams, and our farming community, as well
as the denizens of our cities, are not slow to avail themselves of
the value of this rich find by utilizing the same in the erection
of comfortable farm buildings and costly cottages.

Fire clay abounds in large quantities, as well as an excellent
deposit of potter's clay, in nearly every township, but as yet

they remain almost
undisturbed by the
hand of the cunning
workman.

Cloud County is
blessed with a soil

of rare fertility, and
its surface is so free

from inequalities as
to render almost

every acre tillable,
and, as has been

shown, is well

watered by many
never failing
streams. It is large
ly traversed by dif
ferent lines of rail

roads in almost

every direction—an
important item to
the farmer or busi

ness man. In the

matter of soil,

Cloud County stands
almost jjre-eminent
and alone. It varies

in depth from six
to fifteen feet, and

is extremely rich in
organic and vege
table moulds. On

the river and creek

bottoms the alluvial

deposits of ages
have formed a deep,
dark loam of un

paralleled productiveness. The soil of this county possesses to
a remarkable degree the power of absorbing and retaining
moisture, owing to a porous sub-soil of marl clay, which
serves as a reservoir to store away water for an after use.
This storage is a happy provision of nature, which enables
the land to withstand the injurious effects of a long drouth.
But it would seem enough has already been said to give a
very fair idea of the resources and productiveness of Cloud
County, and the additional fact, that although we have such
a county as has been described, there are still thousands of acres
of rich, fertile land as yet unoccupied.

In passing, it may not he out of place to remark, that in
pnlilics this county inclines largely to the Republican failh. I

SIXTH STKHKT, CONCORDIA, i.OOKINC WEST.

CLOUD COUNTY.

This County was organized in 1800; has an area of 720
square miles, and ranks as the twenty-third county in population.

Its surface is gently rolling, there being but very little rough
land, and in the water distribution nature has been extremely
lavish, as it is traversed not only by the Republican and Solomon
Rivers, but also by eighteen creeks whose water supplies are
never failing.

There arc extensive salt springs and marshes in the iNorth-
western portion of the county, south of the Republican River,
that will no doubt in Ihe near future prove very profitable to the
fortunate owners.
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deem this information proper, and coming within the scope of
an article such as this, and should not be judged from the narrow
and prejudiced standpoint of the partisan. Besides it is a well-
known fact that a person's political faith cuts not a small figure
in the selection of his future home.

But notwithstanding our wonderful soil, and almost bound
less resources; setting aside the fact that the Kansan knows
no such word as fail, the propagation of "Mugwumps" has
been a total failure. While they may be a perfect success
in other less favored localities, and perhaps bring forth fruit
after their kind,

the truth might as
well be told, with
us they are "flat,
stale and unprofit
able."

In our grand
young common

wealth no restric

tions arc permitted
upon a man's re
ligious and politi
cal tenets, but he
should have an

idea—he must be

positive.
A stranger com

ing among us is
not questioned as
to his connection

with the Bender

episode, neither is
he suspicioncd as
to his participation
in that brutal and

uncalled for attack

upon the life of
that eminent citi

zen, the late Mr.
William Patterson.

As one of our local

versifiers has em

balmed in song the
chief characteris

tics of our people,
and as it so hap
pily represents us,
with his kind per
mission I will here reproduce it.

C01TCOI3]DI^l,

the metropolis of Cloud County, is situated on the south bank
of the Republican River, and is a thriving city of 5,000 inhabi
tants. Settled in 1870, its growth has been gradual and perma
nent. It is handsomely laid out with broad roomy streets; in
this particular not surpassed by any other city in the State.

In the matter of cosily and imposing buildings, both public
and private, our city has no cause to blush. At this writing
there is being finished one of the most complete and splendidly

equipped court
houses to be found

in this part of the
Stale. Pleasing

ami graceful in its
design, commodi
ous and loftv in all

its departments, it
stands as an en

during monument
to its designer, and
fittingly attests the
liberality of our
citizens.

The school fa

cilities of our city
—a m alter i n

which our citizens

take a pardonable
p ri d e—d esc rvc
more than a pass
ing nolice, and a
short article in this

book will be de

voted to a consid

eration of that sub

ject.
In this connec

tion it may be well
to mention the fact

that our city finds
favor in the eyes
of our Catholic

citizens, from the

fact that it has

been selected as

the official resi

dence of a bishop,

one of the three in the State. This means more than would
appear on the surface, as of course an imposing Cathedral, well
furnished schools, and the bishop's palace will necessarily follow.
Already an excellent site has been secured for the above build
ings, and workmen are engaged in excavating and hauling rock
for the same. So it can truthfully be said, that as an educational
center Concordia is destined at no distant day to leave all com
petitors far behind.

Our city is well and pleasantly lighted by electricity, com
bining an arc and incandescent plant, so that the belated traveler
need have no fears in his efforts to reach his home.

Concordia can lay claim to one of the finest systems of
water-works in the State, just completed at a cost of $50,000.

SIXTH STREET, CONCORDIA, LOOKING EAST.

"The lady bug has wings of blue,
The June bug wings of flame,

The Kansan has no wings at all,
But he gets there just the same."

This brief stanza so happily represents our people, that .any
attempt to improve on it would be simply a waste of time; one
might as well attempt to "gild refined gold, or paint the lily."

Before closing this brief sketch of our State and County, a
short history of one of the most beautiful cities of the Republi
can valley will not be out of place.
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Water mains traverse the streets in every direction, furnishing
our citizens with an abundant supply of pure and wholesome
water. •'• j

Concordia is emphatically a city of homes. It seems as if I
nature had combined with man in his efforts to produce beauti
ful effects. Skirting the river for a considerable distance arc to
be found some of the most delightful sites and eminences, which
have been seized upon and converted into choice building sites,
and beautiful homes erected thereon. Frouting these are shaded
and well-kept lawns, interspersed here and there with choice
flowers, which, owing lo our Cint: water-works, suffer from no
lack of that very

essential commodity
—pure water. For
the dweller in the dis

tant East, as he scans

these pages, and looks
at the beautiful en

gravings scattered so
profusely through
thiswork,some allow

ance should be made

if he remains a doubt

ing Thomas. I am
well aware that it re

quires a wide stretch
of the imagination to
believe that the very
site of this bustling

city was once the
camping ground of
the famous Indian

Chief Spotted Tail
and his band. Yet it

is strictly true, but in
their stead have come

a hand of peaceful
warriors whose only
weapons arc the saw,
the hammer and the

plow, and whose
motto is peace and
gootl will.

In conclusion, 1

would say, that the
engravings herein
depicted are no fancy
lot gotten up for the
occasion, but are in

happy abodes of prosperous and contented citizens.

AGRICULTURE.

Cloud County has no superior as an agricultural district.
The Republican Valley at its narrowest point in the county is
not less than five miles wide, and spreads away in places to near
ly double that width. The Solomon, crossing the southwest
corner of the county has a magnificent valley, but somewhat
narrower. Between them lies a long divide of gently rolling
upland intersected by numerous small streams. Nowhere in all
our beautiful State tloes corn grow more luxuriously than on the

Republican bottoms;
nowhere have finer

crops of wheat been
grown than in the

valley of the Solo

mon. The upland
divide produces crops
of both, second only
to the valleys, and
for many purposes
are not inferior even

to them. Corn is

king in Cloud County
as well as elsewhere,

and nowhere is his

rule more thoroughly
respected. No coun
ty in the State, of the
same area, has ever

shown a larger yield.
But while the re

markable fertility of
the Republican Val
ley and contiguous
uplands is shown in
the production of
corn, it is also dis

played in other crops
equally profitable,hut
not of such extensive

use. Wheat, oats,

rye, millet, sorghum,
broom corn, castor
beans,sweet and Irish

potatoes are extens

ively grown. Grasses
of all kinds flourish,

and as the prairie grasses become less abundant, clover, timothy,
blue grass and the annuals like millet and Hungarian increase.
Twice only in twenty years has there been a failure of an abund
ant corn crop. Each of those partial failures was caused by a
dry spell in July and August. Other crops were abundant, and
while the loss was considerable it had but little effect on the

prosperity of the country. What other country has done better?
Many kinds of fruit are produced in perfection. Until you

have seen the blush of the sun-kissed Kansas apple or the bloom
of her grapes, you have not seen perfection, and the taste of
their juices, perfected by long days of cloudless summer skies,
lingers on the palate and in the memory like that of those you
ate long ago, while a bare-foot hoy. Cherries and strawberries

FIRST I'RKSIIVTKRIAN CHURCH, CONCORDIA.

every instance faithful representations of
the originals, taken from actual photographs. As the various
lines of railroads, centering in our cily, have determined to
give extremely low rates the present summer, we have taken it
on otuselves to prepare this little work setting forth the advan
tages of our cily and count}'.

We take especial pride in calling your attention to our
county during your promised vacation this summer. We extend
lo voti and yours a hearty invitation to visit us and see for your
selves the great American desert changed lo a blooming garden,
and the once arid waste transformed into a fruitful field. The

uninhabited has become inhabited, and the vast plains held
recently in common by Indians and wild bt-asls have liccomc llio
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grow abundantly. What do you think of melons weighing from
fifty to eighty pounds? Not pithy, tasteless, sapless things, but
so juicy and sweet thai it robs the stealing of them of all im
morality. Just such melons grow every year in our rich, warm
soil, and acres of them!'' Peaches, apricots, plums, pears and
berries of all kinds are grown, but with less success. Some
years show abundant crops, to be followed again by failures.
But with apples, grapes, cherries and strawberries every year,
interspersed at frequent intervals with the less certain kinds of
fruit, the average .Kansan is content.

The next important considerations are the markets and facil
ities for transportation. The railroads havebrought the markets
of the world to our doors. Six great systems of railways inter
sect the county, affortling easy facility for transportation, and
.actively competing in rates. Our products are carried to every

hogs to auv of the dozen railway stations in the county, or
drive the lightest carriage with speed and safely.

And belter than all else, the capital which the farmer needs
to invest is small as compared to Eastern Stales, for, notwith
standing our advantages, land is comparatively cheap. So vast
is the area of agricultural lands in the West, that the price has
not been at all commensurate with its value. But if advantage
is to be taken of this fact, it must be done speedily. The home
stead lands of value are all gone. Each year advances the price
of farm hinds, and he who lingers is left.

STOCK RAISING.

[ wish in ii few words to suggest some reasons why the
Stale of Kansas, and more especially Cloud County, is pecul
iarly fitted for the successful production of the various kinds of

HIGH SCHOOL HUM.DING, CONCOK Dl A.

point of the compass, as the varying demands of commerce
require; whether wanted in the cities of the East, or in the
mining camps of the Wcsl; whether demanded by the trallic on
the lakes of the North, or that of the great gulf on the South.
Our situation is such, and our railway connections so varied, that
we have the choice of the markets of the whole country, and
command the best possible prices for our products.

And then think of our excellent roads and highways; all
the year round in such line condition thai the largest loads arc
drawn with ease and rapidity. No snow drifts in winter, no
mud in spring, no ruts, no frozen, rugged knobs. No Kansan
starts to market with his wagon box only half full for fear that
its contents will be jolted out, or his team mired in the mud.
Every day in the year he can haul full loads of grain or hay or

live stock. The essentials in profitable stock-raising are: First,
a favorable market not too remote; and second, good corn, oats
and "rass producing land at a comparatively low price, with
winters of moderate length and severity.

Let us apply these tests to the soil, climate and location of
Cloud County. Anil first of her markets. The center of the
manufacturing industries of the United Slates, like the center of
population, has been steadily and rapidly moving from the East
toward the West. But comparatively a few years ago and such
center for the whole country was located within the boundaries
of the New England Slates; now it is somewhere in the State
of Ohio. Michigan, Illinois, Missouri and Wisconsin have
become great manufacturing commonwealths.

Again, there lies west of us that great mineral region,
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extending from Denver to the ocean, designed, apparently, as
the future workshop of the United States. On our south is the
cotton and sugar raising belt, which will always depend upon
some outside territory for its meat and dairy products. In addi
tion to all this, throughout the West, towns are springing up,
and gradually but surely these towns become the centers of
manufacturing communities, and to the same extent centers of
consumption. In confirmation of the above we will find, by a
study of the past market reports of meat products, that not
many years ago Cincinnati was the great pork center of the
world. Now Kansas City docs more business in that line than
Cincinnati ever did, and moreover the market price for such
product is almost as high in the Missouri River towns as in the
markets of the Eastern cities, .and the very small margin of dif
ference still existing is every year growing less.

Turning now from the subject of markets to that of the pro-

should the stock raiser come to Kansas? And I answer the
question successfully, I think, when I say, that land of the qual
ity above, if located in Illinois, is worth perhaps $50 per acre;
if in Pennsylvania or Ohio, from $75 to $100 per acre. Here
the land can be bought at from $15 to $25 per acre. It comes
down then to a simple question of computing interest on the
original cost of the land. A farm of at least 100 acres is neces
sary to successfully raise stock. Such a farm in the Scioto
Valley in Ohio would cost at the least, $10,000; in ihe best
parts of Illinois, perhaps $8,000; in the fertile valley of the
Republican River in Kansas, equally as good land in every
particular can be bought for $3,000. Count interest on the
investment at six per cent. Six per cent, on $.10,000 is $000
per year; on $3,000, it is but $180—a profit of $7<S0 per year
on that rarely ever thought of item of interest on the original
cost.

, _ ;t^t t?<ST3tir<r(,&Ci,

EAST IIRIDGE, NEAR CONCOR 1)1 A, LOOK ING UP THE RICPUIILICAN RIVER.

duclion of the article marketed, and I say that the Republican
Valley of Cloud County is as good a corn and grass producing
region, acre for acre, as there is in the United States; no better
possibly, but as gootl. There are fields in this valley which
have produced an average of forty-five bushels of corn per acre
for sixteen successive years, anil this too with very ordinary cul
tivation and without fertilizers of any kind. Our winters arc
dry, with prevailing bright, sunny days and sharp frosty nights.
We are, however, not exempt from winter's storms, and the
talkindulged in occasionally about stock caring for itself through
the winter belongs to pioneer days. In this particular we are
situated here similarly to farmers in the East in the same lati
tude, only that we here are almost entirely exempt from winter
mud and from impassable wagon roads. Speaking generally,
then, our advantages in these particulars referred to above are
at least as great and probably greater than in sections of the
best farming land farther east of us. Why then, do you ask,

To the intelligent farmer and stock raiser, with but small
cash capital, the fertile and cheap farms of this valley offer
unsurpassed advantages. A $3,000 Cloud County dairy and
stock farm, managed with intelligence and energy, whereon
every growing herb and plant is utilized, will prove a most
satisfactory investment.

OUR SCHOOLS.

One of the especial recommendations, worthy of the early
recognition of the visitor to this city, is our schools. We do not
write of the public schools alone, because in this land of liberal-
minded, free acting, ever energetic people, there are many kinds
of schools. Here in Concordia our public schools consist of a
chief or High School building, situated upon an eminence com
manding a view of the entire city, and two ward schools, a part
of the same grade, each one of which is located with special
reference to health and aesthetics.
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Dr. Kirk, a profound scholar and experienced teacher, has
located here permanently a select school, in which is taught all
that can be acquired in any college in the United States. His
school is in a thriving condition. There is also a very excellent
Catholic school, unexcelled, probably, in America.

It will now be the business of the writer of this article to

take up these schools and describe them more fully. It may,
however, not be out of place to make an attempt, by way of
preface, to free the minds of many Eastern readers from a kind
of incubus which infects the good people of the older states
generally. I allude to the ever present impression that "we
live right under the center of the universe, and the nearer you
approach to the edges, the closer you arc to the falling off
place;" a delusion which will be lulled to sweet and quick

were "dead sure of makin' a fortin' by fiddlin' in California."
Here and there were the dramatic associations, preparing to
astonish the natives in the far West. The gambling youths
practiced "old sledge," poker and other familiar games, that
they might fleece the Western greeuies.

WHAT IIECAME OK IT ''.

When we reached California, the youth with the cracked
fiddle under his arm was confronted with scenes and sights that
made his hair stand on end; the poor old fiddle, even in that
dry climate, withered, and he never knew what became of
it. There, crowded together, were the grand master musicians
of Germany, of France, and of the great cities of the United
States. The like had never met his eye nor greeted his ear
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slumber by a little reflection. This preface will consist of a
tiny leaf torn from the life experience of the writer, comprising
some of the reminiscences of his youth, for the purpose of illus
trating this theme.

In the year 1850, in company with others, he made an over-
laud trip to California from one of the older States. Of course
it could hardly be expected that in a territory towards which so
many were rushing, "and all for gold," that we should find
cither education or the fine ails. Each night on "the plains,"
when the dew-drop signaled the stealthy approach of quiet rest,
anil no storm of snow or sand greeted us, might be seen at one
tent two or three patient youths sawing on old fiddles, preparing
lo make music for the hungry Californians, who must be with
out that article in the far West. The old gents would sit around
the fire and smoke, and nod approvingly as they said the boys

before. The would-be masters of the drama gazed in silent
amazement to behold the towns and cities crowded with earth's

best stage talent; there were Booth, Macready, Keen, Thornc,
Barry, the Mcstayers, the Vincents, besides thousands of lesser
lights. The writer, who was there to engage quietly in a pro
fession, was glad, though astonished, to find things thus. He
was a youth then, but has since thoroughly learned both East
and West; and a gray head bows over the lines he is writing.
It is no longer.the East, but the West, which raises in his mind
thoughts of energy and completion.

The leading men of Concordia know the East; its advan
tages and disadvantages. Many of our old citizens have been
teachers in the East—some in graded schools, some in colleges,
and many in select schools. The continued rush for our excel
lent climate, our productive soil and land of excitement, brings,
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anion-' other things, the most energetic, stirring teachers. We
are thus enabled to choose the best. This is no place for those
teachers to come who are failures in the East.

Go with me, kind reader, from the center of our city, and
visit our public schools. As we move through the overhanging
shade trees of maple, elder, elm and catalpn, which bend their
graceful branches overhead, and smile to each other across the
streets, you mav pause to remark on this beautiful May morning,
" I thought there were no trees in Kansas." But, come on.
As we go along, notice the varying tints of the rich flowers
(native of theprairies)
as they nod and smile
under fountains by the
way. Now, you begin
to see that huge octa

gonal, brick building
upon the hill, through
the depths of the sur
rounding forestof love
ly shade trees. Let
me tell you as we go.

It is 103 feet in the

clear; has eight well
paid teachers, andfrom
four to five hundred
pupils are in daily at
tendance. The most

newly improved meth
ods of teaching are

used here. There are

noinstrumentsof mod
ern invention, useful in
teaching, neglected.
Excellent order and
discipline prevail.
Your aspiring son or
daughter may study,
surrounded by scienti
fic luxuries and com

petent teachers, until
prepared for college.
Then he may repair
to any of the many
efficient institutions of

learning in this State,
or he may have much
the same style of tui
tion at Dr. Kirk's select

school

The Third Ward school-house comes next in order. This
is a fine brick building, two stories, -10 ft. by 00 ft., and well
supplied with all the necessary appliances for modern school
work. The total expenditures upon these buildings and their
furniture is between $50,000 and $00,000.

Every one who looks through our public school buildings
expresses high appreciation of their superiority.

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS.

We pass now to our Catholic school. This is under the
charge of the Very
Rev. J. Perrier, Rec
tor. It was finally es

tablished in 188-1, The

building, itself, is 1.10
ft. by 75 ft., three stor
ies high, to which we
may add the juvenile
department—2(1 ft. by
10 ft. This school,
too, is furnished with

the very best of teach
ers, and all the modern

languages arc taught
by teachers thorough
ly competent not only
to speak them, but to
command their finest

literature. Here young
ladies are taught the
fine arts, such as music,

painting and needle
work, together with
all such studies as arc

taught in the very best
schools. All of the

school buildings al

luded to are provided
with excellent bells, in

whose musical chimes

the Concordians justly
lake great pride. An
advantage of no mean
kind possessetl by the
inhabitants of Concor

dia is,that while study
ing any desirable mod
ern language, the pupil
may daily mingle with

those who speak that language-an advantage appreciated
most by those who have earnestly applied themselves to the
study of modern languages.

But this article is not written more in the interest of Con
cordia than in the interest of truth. With this thought as the
motive power, the writer feels bound to admit the fact, that the
average country schools around and about us arc far ... advance
of thcTsame class of schools in the East. Let us call your alien-
tion to some striking differences.

Our Western teachers are, as a rule, cosmopolitan. If one
emraoe in a Western school, he takes up the lines (presumably)
with"more or less knowledge of Western life; he ,s familiar
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This building, which we are visiting, aside from its educa
tional facilities, is provided with ample dressing rooms, wide
and spacious stairways, excellent steam heaters of the direct
method, and the purest and healthiest of water. There arc in
regular attendance about four hundred students. Passing down
to"the First Ward, a few blocks north and west from the High
School, is the school-house of this ward (a part of the same sys
tem), called the "Garfield School-house." This is 00 ft. by 25
ft., all that is needed in the First Ward at present. Like the
other, it is situated in a grove of shade trees, in whose branches
merry little twittering birds sweeten the hours of labor, spring
and summer.
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